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The Frankfort Park District serves over sixteen thousand residents in the community of 

Frankfort.  Each year that number continues to grow and the Frankfort Park District works to 

grow with the community to service their needs.  As a Park District that has one of the lowest tax 

rates in Illinois, this at times proves to be a challenge.  In 1999 the Frankfort Park District 

acquired a former school building to be utilized as the Park District’s Community Center, now 

called the Founders Community Center.  This facility encompasses a gymnasium, a 

banquet/multi-purpose room, 5 classrooms and a dance room.  This new facility provided the 

Park District an opportunity to meet the growing needs of the Community by expanding 

programming and offering a wide variety of recreational opportunities.  The Founders 

Community Center also serves as a gathering place for local organizations, such as Boy Scouts, 

Girl Scouts, Falcons Football, Frankfort Boys Baseball, Frankfort Girls Softball, and 

Homeowners Associations to host monthly meetings.  It wasn’t too long before the Frankfort 

Park District outgrew the Community Center and had to turn to School District 157C for use of 

their facilities. 

From the beginning, School District 157C embraced the vision of the Frankfort Park District to 

work together and service the residents of the community.  As the population grew, the School 

District also had to grow and build new school facilities.  The School District worked with the 

Park District in mind to design both outdoor and indoor space that can be utilized for recreational 

programming.  In 2002, an intergovernmental agreement was developed which allows the 

Frankfort Park District use of District 157C schools/property at no cost.  In exchange for the free 

use of the school facilities, the Park District is responsible for the outdoor maintenance of the 

school facilities. The School District also gets free facility use of the Founders Community 

Center if needed.  

Over the years, the Frankfort Park District has held several programs and leagues in the school 

gymnasiums, outdoor soccer and baseball fields, and had use of a classroom for an afterschool 

art program.  Without the use of the school facilities, the Frankfort Park District would not be 

able to offer as wide a range of quality programming to the residents.  

In addition, the Frankfort Park District and School District 157C have partnered together to 

provide a before and after school program called Prairie Care. Prairie Care is held at Grand 

Prairie Elementary School for children in Kindergarten through 5
th

 grades. Again with the 

community in mind, this allows both organizations to provide a safe, fun and enriching 

environment for Frankfort School District children of working parents.  Prairie Care’s daily 

schedule is from 6:30 am to the start of school and 3 pm to 6:30 pm. Early dismissal days and 

non-attendance days are also available through this program. In addition to the daily use of the 

school facilities, such as the cafeteria, gymnasium, library and the outdoor playground, the Park 

District also utilizes the schools transportation system to safely bus the children from Chelsea 

Middle School to Grand Prairie Elementary School for the before and after care programs. The 

relationship between the Frankfort Park District and School District 157C has always been a 

strong one because both agencies recognize the importance of a quality program such as this, 

where children are getting the proper supervision they need, and the time spent while 

participating in this program is productive.  



In the summer of 2014, the Frankfort Park District will partner with 157C to provide a summer 

day camp.  This program will provide a 9-3 pm daily camp schedule, along with before and after 

care programs which will provide an additional benefit to working parents in the Frankfort 

community. Field trips, sports activities, games, and crafts will be included in this camp 

program. The use of Chelsea Middle School’s facilities will be made available for drop off/pick-

up purposes and extreme weather conditions.  The Frankfort Park District is grateful to have such 

a wonderful partnership with School District 157C.  With their help and commitment to the 

residents of Frankfort, the Frankfort Park District looks forward to continuing their successful 

working relationship and growing together with the community. 


